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O precious is the Soul of Man, 
and ſo great the Care which lies 
upon us, the Miniſters of the 

F—# ' Goſpe), to promote its Salvati- 

5 That you are not to wonder it we 

all in, all the All. n we can nom 

ther Perſons: And n Diſcharge 

a four great Truſt, we not only declare 

Phat is the Covenant which God bath 

E ðͤ Þ Vouch- 


4 The Office and Duty of 


vouchſafed to make with every Member 
of his Church; but alſo apply our ſelves II 
earneſtly to all thoſe who (either by Na, Imp 
ture or other Obligations) are concern- ther. 
ed for the promoting the Salvation of Whit 
others; That they alſo would compaſ. of h 
fionately afford us their helping hand. Ptiſi 
And ſince the wiſe Conſtitutions of . II 
our Church have appointed God Fathers Inga 
and God-Mathers, as joint Securities 
with the Parents in Behalf of thoſe 
Perſons who are entred into Covenant 
with God by Baptiſm, (which Office 
you have now taken upon you) I, 
thought it requiſite for your as well as 
my Sake, and the Sake of the Infant for 
whom you have ingaged, that you 
ſhould have always by you, an Admo- ! 
nition exciting you to your Duty, and | 
directing you faithfully to perform the 7: 
fame. For the better Performance 
whereof I ſhall obſerve the following 
Method. | | 1 
I. I ſhall give you a brief Account 
of the Nature, Terms and Conditions 
of the Baptiſmal Covenant; of that 
Covenant which you your ſelves have 
formerly, and this Child by your 
Means, hath now entred into by Bap- 
tiſm. II. I ſhall 7 


* 
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God. fathers and God: mothers. 5 


nber TEL | 3 
elves II. I ſnall ſhew the Meaning and 
Na, Importance of theſe Words, God-fa- 
ern- . thers and God-mothers, the Term by 
n of which you are called, upon the account 
waſ- of having preſented this Child to Ba- 
and. Ptiſm. 

ns of III. I will ſhew the Nature of your 
theres Ingagements as Goa-fathers and GO. 
rities Mothers, and the Duties on your Parts 
thoſe to be performed. 

nanc IV. I will ſhew what Reaſon the 
Mice Church had to appoint God-fathers and 
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t for 


you 


dmo- 
29 and 
n the 
nance 
Wing 


count 
itions 
that 
have 


your 
ap- Dant, or the Covenant of Grace, and 


Bap 
[ ſhall 


© God-mothers, not only to repreſent, but 
to Engage for the Infant in Baptiſm. 

V. I ſhall offer ſome Directions, how 
the Whole that you have undertaken 
may be faithfully diſcharged by you. 

Vl. And Laftly, I ſhall endeavour to 
encourage and exhort you, (upon all 


dertake and faithfully to execute this 


Spiritual Charge. 


I. I am to give a brief and ſummary 

Account of the Nature, Terms, and 
Conditions of the Baptiſmal Covenant, 
which is alſo called the Second Cove- 


was obtained for us by the Mediation 
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like Occaſions) both chearfully to un- 


6 The Ofice and Duty of 
of Jeſus Chriſt. For when our firſt Pa- 
rents had tranſgreſſed the Covenant 
which God made with them, and by 
ſuch their Diſobedience had (both as to 
themſelves and all their Poſterity) for- 
feited the Favour of God, and were be- 
come liable to Everlaſting Damnation, 
The Eternal Son of God was graciouſly 
pleaſed to interceed for miſerable loſt 
Mankind ; and offered himſelf to make 
Satisfaction to the Divine Juſtice in our 


ſtead. And accordingly, in the Ful- x 


neſs of Time, our compaſſionate Savi- 


our, the ever Bleſſed Jeſus, came down 
from Heaven, took our Natvre upon 
him, and was made like unto us, Sin 


only excepted: And when by a Holy 
and unblameable Life, he had ſet us an 
Example that we might follow his Steps; 
and: by his Doctrine had fully revealed 
the Will of God, and what was expe- 
cted from Mankind under the Diſpen- 
ſation of the Second Covenant; He 


compleated the Work of our Redem- % 
ption, by laying down his Life for us, 


and ſubmitted to the moſt painful and 
ſhameful Death, even the Death of the 
Croſs : Thereby making a full, perfect, 
and ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblation, and 
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Pa- batisfaction for the Sins of the whole 
nant World; and alſo obtaining from God 
1 by the Father, That Mankind ſhould be 
as to put into a New State of Trial, and 
for- received into a Covenant of Grace and 
2 be- Mercy. And that theſe glad Tidings 
tion, might be known unto the World, our 
ouſly *Blelſed Saviour ſent his Apoſtles, 
loſt giving Commiſſion to them, and alſo 
make to the Miniſters of the Goſpel, who 
our ſucceed them to the End of the World, 
Ful- to enter all Nations into this Cove- 
Savi- nant, by Baptizing them, In the Name 
lown | of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy 
upon Ghoſt, Teaching them to obſerve all things 
„Sin whatſoever he had commanded, Matth. 28. 
Holy 19, 20. 
us an The Graces and Benefits which God 
teps; hath been pleaſed to promiſe and be- 
ealed ftow on his part in this Covenant, which 
>XPe- you your ſelves formerly,. and this 
ſpen⸗ Child by your Means hath now entred 
He into, are briefly theſe: Both you and 
. this Child were by Baptiſm ade Mem- 
Ir us, bers of Chriſt, the Children of God, and 
| and 1 of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
f the , You were made Members of 
rfet, 1 iſt, by being Incorporated into that 
and e Society of Men which are called, 


The 


8 The Office and Duty of fol 
The Church, of which Chriſt Jeſus is Hevi 

the Spiritual Head; by which Privi. 
lege you have the Aſſiſtance of his {ye 1 
Grace and Holy Spirit, enabling you yy tk 
to conform to his Religion, and to Pithe 
obey his Laws. 2dly, You were in an Chie: 
eſpecial Manner adopted to be the 5474 
Children of God, ſuch as he would al cc 
have a particular Care of, and Regard pron 
to, and whom he would indulge with by x 
ſingular Favours; as the Pardon of Sins Ren, 
upon hearty Repentance, an Acceſs by 
Prayer to the Throne of Grace, with 3 
a Promiſe of granting what is needful 
for our Souls and Bodies. And 340%, i 
as the Perfection of all, you were then 
made Heirs and Inheritors of the 7 
Kingdom of Heaven, ſo as to have a 
Right conferred upon you to all thoſe 
unſpeakable Joys contained in that hap- - 
Py State. All theſe peculiar Favours 
were beſtowed upon you by God in 
Baptiſm, upon certain Terms and Con- 
ditions to be made good on your Part: 
which are briefly ſummed up in our 
Church-Catechiſm, namely, 1 
1ſt, That you ſhould renounce the De- 
vil and all his Works; the Pomps and Va- 
uities of this wicked World ; and all the 0 7 
| al 


ſus 15 
Privi- 
f his 


7 you. 
ad to 


in an 
> the 


vould 
egard 


with 


f Sins 


eſs by 


with introduced by him: The Renouncing 
eedful all dealing with the Devil, whether by 


practiſing Witchcraft our ſelves, or by 


 Zaly, 


> then 


the 
Ve 4 
thoſe 
t hap- 


2d in 
Con- 


Part: 


1 Occaſion whatſoever. 
of the Devil, we underſtand, al man- 


ner of Sin; chiefly thoſe Sins which 
yours 
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Sold. fat bers and God-mothers, 9 
E Luſts of the Fleſh: By the Word 
Geri, 33 all the fallen 
Angels, who, tho' they be very many, 
are frequently in Scripture expreſſed 
by this Word, as if they were but one: 
Either as being ſubjected to one, as 
Chief or Prince of the reſt, who is called 
Satan or Beelxebab; or becauſe they are 
all concerned in one deviliſh Deſign for 
Promoting Sin and Wickedneſs. And 
by Renouncing the Devil is meant; The 
Renouncing the Worſhip of falſe 
Gods, and all Idolatry, being at firſt 


going to Witches and Conjurers for 
+ Aſſiſtance, or conſulting them upon any 
By the Works 


the Devil himſelf is particularly char- 


ged with; ſuch as Murder, Cruelty, 
Malice, Pride, Envy, Lying; and eſpe- 
+ cially, the Tempting others to Sin, 
A. to the World, becauſe the greateſt 
part of Mankind have been prevailed 
upon by thoſe wicked Spirits called the 
Devil, to withdraw their Love and 


Du- 


to The Office and Duty of 
Duty from their Creator; You have 
covenanted to renounce their Ways, ſo 
as not to be tempted either by their 
Examples, their Company, their Per- 
ſwaſions, their Threats, or their Pro- 
miſes, to deſert the great Captain of 
your Salvation Jeſus Chriſt ; and that 
neither the Honours, the Riches, nor 
the Pleaſures of the World ſhould al- 
ture you, nor the evil and vexatious 
Things of it ſhould fright you, into any 
Sin. And as to the Liſts of the Fleſh, 
you did ſolemnly engage your ſelves 
to exerciſe a continnal Warfare a- 
gainſt the corrupt I.vits of your own 
ſinful Natuie, which are too frequent- 
ly rebelling againt the Dictates of 
your own Reaſon, and of the Holy 
Spirit of God. Thus in your Baptiſm 
you did covenant to Renonnce, Tye 
Devil, the World, and the Fleſh. 
2aly, That you ſhould believe all the Ar- 
ticles of the Chriftian Faith, that you 
ſhould give a hearty and ready Aſlent 
to all thoſ: Divine Truths reveal'd by 
God in Scripture, and given to conduct 
you to Heaven ; particularly that you 
ſhould believe in God the Father, who 
Made you and all the World; That 
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1 Fl the Parts of your Duty towards God, 
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vou ſhould believe in God the Son, who 
Redcem d you and all Mankind; That 


ou ſhould believe in God the Holy Ghoſt, 


b who Sanf/fieth you, and all the Elect 

Peop ple of God. All which Articles of 
the Chriſtian Faith are briefly contain d 
in your Creed. 

Za, That you mould fi incerely obey 


and keep God's "hol FVill and Command - 


ents, and walk in the ſame all the Days 
# our Life. Remember therefore, that 

5 3 tis God's Will and Commandment, that 
vou ſhould be ſober, temperate, chaſt 


1 and pure, ſelf. denying and mortify'd ; 


that you ſhould be meek, humble, peace- 
de and charitable, true and juſt i in all 
our Dealings, dutiful and obedient. to 
JourSupertors; that you ſhould repent of 
FonrSins and forſake *em;that you ſhould 
believe in God, fear Him, truſt in Him, 
and lore Him above all things; that 
vou ſhould be patient in Afflictions, 


ſſubmitting to His Will and Wiſdom; 


that you ſhould attend upon His Ordi- 
nances, upon his Word, and upon His 
Sacraments ; that you ſhould be devout 


4 land conſtant in Prayer ; and that you 


1 hould fincerely endeavour to perform 


your 


12 Zhe Office aud Duty of Z 
your Neighbour and your ſelf, as it is hid 15 
laid down in Scripture, and briefly EN. 
contain'd in the Ten Commandments. A 
Thus 1 have ſhew'd you the Sum of the In 11 
Baptiſmal Covenant, and of the Graces WT. 
and Benefits beſtow'd on God's Part, the apt 
as alſo the Duty to be perform'd on the - l 
Part of every Perſon that is baptized. 2 50 
By which ſhort Account you may per- 4 
ceive, that there is not any Doctrine = 
of the Chriſtian Religion more neceſſary Ae Y 
for you thoroughly to underſtand and 5 
rightly to apprehend, than this Do- = _ 
Arine of the Covenant of Grace, both 90 f 
upon your own, as well as the Child's Baith 
Account, whom you have brought to, % - 
and engaged for, in Baptiſm. tiav As 
IT. In the Second place I am to ſhew an Inf 
you, the Meaning and Importance of inp th 
the Words, Godfathers and Godmathers, ren 
It may be ſufficient at this time . « 
briefly to acquaint you, that thereby ho 2 
is meant a ſort of Spiritual Parents, who hie tl 
are alſo called Sureties, by reaſon that been t 
Goafathers and Godmothers are a Se- Igefo 


: 


curity, join'd together with the na- N 
tural Parents, in Behalf of the Infant, Ne N 
which by Baptiſm is entred into Cove- Ii 
nant with God; and that theſe Spiritual V 
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Parcnts are to promote the Spiritual 
riefly Welfare of the Infant, by joining with 
nts, the Natural Parents, in giving ſuch good 
f the Laſtructions and Admonitions as are 
neceſſary to further its Eternal Intereſt. 
III. Thirdly, I will endeavour to 
+ the ſhew the Nature of your Engagements 
ied, if Godfathers and Godmothers, and the 
per- Doty on your Parts to be perform'd. 
Lou have been already told what 
ſary are the Duties to be perform'd by 
J and very Perſon that enters into Covenant 
85. with God in Baptiſm, viz To "2p 
both e Devil, the World, and the Fleſh ; 
hild's Lelieve all the Articles of the Chrifian 
ware Eaith: And ſincerely to obey God's holy 
Mell and Commandments. Now fince you 
thaw have promiſed theſe things in Behalf of 
ce of Infant, who is not capable of know- 
7 FRY ing the Conditions of the Baptiſmal 
_ Govenant, it muſt neceſſarily follow, 
creby ! t ſomething is to be done by yon, 
"ho - Oh uo * N * "_ to en- 
S Infant to perform what 
that been thus — - 235 


it 1s 


TACES 
Part, 


_ © Before I lay down the Duties of 
fant, 2 athers and Godmothers, I will ſhew 
ore. T Nature of your Engagements; 
ritual 7 d in order thereto will endeavour to 
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Clear up the Senſe of thoſe Words in 
our Church Catechiſm ; They did pro. 
miſe and vow Three Things in my 
Name, &c. There are ſome Perſon; 
who from theſe Words do conclude, 
That the Sureties in Baptiſm do not 
Only engage to inſtruct the Party bap- 
tized in the Nature of his Covenant, 
but alſo that he ſhall actually perform 
che ſame. This ſurely cannot be the 
Meaning deſign'd by our Church in thoſe 


Words; becauſe that would be in a 


manner impoſſible, and what no Per- 
Jon can be certain another will per- 


Form, (though ke be ſufficiently inſtruct- 3 
ed in his Duty, and told the Danger 


of neglecting it;) And would be apt to 
deter conſciencious Perſons from doing 


ſo charitable an Office; And wouldmake 


Others to have no Care about it, as 


being an Obligation they deſpair of 


ever diſcharging. On the other hand, 
there are ſome who lay very little or 
No. Streſs upon thoſe Words, conclu- 


ding; That to do a Thing in any one's F 
Name (eſpecially in the tranſacting of 
Covenants, where Privileges and Advan- 


tages accrue thereby) is no more than 


to act as an Attorney or Proxy in the 


others 


* other 


in an 
ſence 


of th 


very 
nate 
Perſc 


theſe 


is in 
pro- 
z Mm) 
rſons 
Aude, 
) not 
bap- 
nant, 
form 
> the 
thoſe 
> IN a 
Per- 
per- 
truct- 


anger 
pt to 


Join 
make 
it, as 
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hand, 


tle or * 
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dvan- 
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others 
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others ſtead ; that in the acting, as ſuch,. 


zn any Covenant, by reaſon of the Ab- 
Fence, Minority, or other Incapacity 


of the Perſon chiefly concern'd, it is 


very uſual for the Proxy ſo to perſo- 
nate or repreſent the Covenanting Per- 
ſon, as if the Proxy himſelf were the 
Perſon whom he repreſents; and that 
theſe Words, They did promiſe and vom 
Three Things in my Name, do amount 
to no more than this, That 1 being in- 


capable my ſelf, by reaſon of my In- 


fancy, to expreſs a Conſent to my 
Part of the Covenant, my Godfathers 
and Godmotherswere my Mouth, and did 


it for me: This I do indeed take to be 
art of the Senſe, but not the whole Im- 


8 Portance of thoſe Words; for then, there 
would be nothing to be done on the 


#Eodfathers and Godmothers Part; whereas, 
they are ſomething more than meer Pro- 
ies, and are really and truly Sureties for 


ſomething to be perform'd. Now, E 
conceive the beſt way to underſtand 


the Meaning of any Author, in Words 


more generally expreſs'd, is to con- 
ſult the Expoſitions: and Explications- 
ESwhich he makes of his own Senſe elſe- 


2 


Imhere, if any ſuch can be found. That 


B 2 there 


16 The Office and Duty of 


therefore we may have no doubt abo t. 
© bro 
by! 


the Senſe of theſe Words; Our Churc) 
hath explain'd the Engagement of God. 
fathers and Godmothers in the Exhorta. 
tion given to them after Baptiſm, th: 
Words of which run thus: 


* Foraſmnch as this Child hath pro- # 
_ © miſed by you that are its Suretie, | 
to renounce the Devil and all his 7 
Works, to believe in God, and to ks 
* ſerve Him; ye muſt remember, that # 
it is your Part and Duty, to ſee that 
this Infant betaught (ſo ſoon as he ſhall 5. 
be able to learn) what a ſolemn Von, 4 
* Promiſe, and Profeſſion, he hath here 
made by you. And that he maß 
* know theſe things the better, ye # 


„ ſhall call upon him to hear Sermons; felf: 


and chiefſy ye ſhall provide, that he * 
* may learn the Creed, the Lord's 
© Prayer, and the Fen Commandments # 
© in the vulgar Tongue; and all o. 


« ther Things which a Chriſtian ought Sant 


* to know and believe to his Soul] 

Health: And that this Child may be 

© virtuouſly brought up, to lead a God- ' 

* ly and a Chriſtian Life. And ye are 

* alſo to take care that this Child be 
5 brought 
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brought to the Biſhop to be Confirm d 


by him, Sc. 


5 From theſe Words of our Chirch, - 
it ſeems very plain, what are the En- 
Fe, an of God. fathers and Godmo- 


#hers; and that their Duty conſiſts in 
ge three Points; 1½, That ſo ſoon + 
'as the Child becomes capable to be 

taught, they take Care that he be I- 
Fr»tfed in the Nature of that Covenant 
hich, as Sureties, they undertook for 
Pim. zaly, That he be Admoniſhed and 
dviſed to lead his Life according to 
he Obligations thereby laid upon him. 
Zaly, That he be brought to the Biſhop - 
% be Confirmed, and take upon him- 
elf the Profeſſion of his Covenant. 
* Firſt, You that are Godfathers and 
Poamothers muſt take care, that the Per- 
gon by you preſented to Baptiſm be In- 
Fructed in the Nature of the Cove- 
Pant, which you as his Surerics did en- 
er into ; which is the Importance of 
heſe Words in the Exhortation after 
Faptiſm, Remember that it is your 
A Parts and Duties to ſee that this In- 
ant be taught what a ſolemn Vow, 
27 *romiſe and Profeſſion he hath here 
= BJ. ues 


18 The Office aud Dut y of | 
* made by you. This Inſtruction is pro- 4 
PE rly to be begun by Catechixing. 1 

Chiefly ( ſays the Exhortation) yt 


_© ſhall provide that He may learn the | 5 


© Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and the Teꝗ- 
© Commandments in the Vulgar Tongue; 
and all other things which a Chriſtian 75 


'© ought to know and believe to hs 


* SouP's Health; which is the proper 
Work of Catechizing. wt 


nd Matter of their Covenant, 7: 
all call upon them to hear Sermons, and 


taught and expounded in the Church 


by Preaching ;, which is a Method de. {i 
ſigned to improve them in all neceſſary 3 


and ſaving Knowledge; the Beginning 
of which Knowledge, is firſt laid by 
Catechizing. 4 

Secondly, Having thus taken care that 


the baptized Perſon be well inſtructed i 
in the Conditions of his Covenant, your 


next Care muſt be to Admoniſh and 3 
adviſe him ſeriouſly to apply himſelf o 


on him in Baptiſm. Youth, of iI 
Perſons, want good Monitors, as bel q 


For their further Inſtruction in this 


admoniſh them frequently and dili- ' 
gently to attend unto God's Word 


Hve according to the Obligations laid 


s pro- 
ing. 
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'n the 
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of themſelves giddy and inconſiderate, 


Godfathers aud Godmothers. I9 


and too regardleſs of what moſt nearly 
concerns them : And therefore Sureties 


ought to make it a Part of their Care, 


peculiarly to admoniſh ſuch as they have 
brought into Covenant, that they live 
according to it: So it follows in the 
xhortation, Ye ſhall takz Care that this 


Child be virtuouſiy brought up to lead a 


*Godl y and a Chriſtian Life, &C. 


n th: Thirdly, You are to take care that the 
it, I. {baptized Perſons ſhall perſonally come 
% and pefore the Biſhop, and take upon him- 

dil. elf his Baptiſmal Covenant, fo ſoon as 
Word he hath been ſufficieatly inſtructed 
urch therein. So it follows in the Exhorta- 
od de- tion, Ye are to take care that this Child 
ceſſary 3 be brought to the Biſhop to be Con- 
inning * firm'd by him, ſo ſoon as he can ſay 


laid by 3 


re that 
* 


vont 
** 


** o 
ns laid 


of all 
s being 
oi 


Tongue. 


the Creed, the Lord . Prayer and the 
n Commandments in the vulgar 
Thus have I endeavour'd 
þriefly to ſhew the Duty and En- 
pagements of Godfathers and God- 
vmthers. I proceed in the next 
Place, 

54 Fourthly „To ſhew what Reaſons the 
wurch had to appoint Godfathers wg 

Go 


20 ' The Office and Duty of 
Godmothers, not only to repreſent, but 
to engage for the Infant in Baptiſm. : 
Tou have been told, That the whole %hart t 
Solemnity of Baptiſm, is a Covenant 
between God and the baptized Perſon; 
That in the Tranſacting of Covenants 
the Perſons concerned muſt be preſent, Þ 
either in their own Perſons, or by their 
Proxies, to make mutual Engagements 
to each other. Now ſince in our mor- f 
tal State we are not able to bear the 
Majeſty of God's Preſence; in Conde- 
ſcenſion to our Weakneſs, God hath 2 
appointed the Miniſters of the Goſpel 
in his ſtead to allure us of the Graces 4 
and Benefits promifed on God's Part 
of the Covenant: The Child who is 
brought to be baptiz'd being ſo far 
uncapable of tranſacting the Covenant, 
and engaging by himſelf to perform 
its Conditions, that he cannot under- 
ſtand the Nature thereof, the Church 
hath wiſely appointed certain Perſons i 
to repreſent the Infant, who are to ap- 4 
Pear as Proxies, and tranſact the Cove- 
nant on the Child's Behalf, and to pro- 
miſe for him, that he will perform his 
Part of the Covenant, that ſo the Sa- ſides 
5 crament 
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| Hides the Obligations. which lie on the 


*erament of Baptiſm may be compleat- 
1y adminifter'd. 
Nor hath it been thought ſufficient 


"ha theſe Perſons ſhould ſtand only as 
bare Repreſentatives of the Child; but 
it was alſo thought fit that they ſhould 


be as a Security to the Church that the 


; Ferſon admitted into the Society of 


"Chriſtians ſhould be inſtructed and ad- 


F oniſhed, and alſo engaged ſolemnly 


to profels, what belongs to him to 


perform, as a Member of that Body. 


Nor i is it a ſufficient Security to the 
Church, that the Parents are bound to 
take this Care. It is confeſsd, that 
the Inſtructing and Breeding vp of 
Children in the Principles of Religion, 
is chiefly and principally the Work 
Yo the Parents, who are obliged both 
by the Light of Nature, as alfo by the 
Fexpreſs Laws of God, To bring up their 
1 Children in the Nurture and Admonition 
07 the Lord. But this is not ſufficient 
b in ſo grand a Concern; for Parents 
may not live to inſtruct their Children, 
or they may be careleſs or negligent 
fol their Duty, as too many of em are: 
Ilt is therefore highly requiſite, that be- 


Pa- 


EO , 
s LOS.) 
"EM! 
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22 Te Office and Duty of 6 od-f 
Parents, there ſhould be alſo ſon: #he lik 
other Security given by ſuch Perſons ere t 
as are likely to uſe all convenient In Ave Ch 
duſtry, upon the Death or Neglect We 
the Natural Parents. Coven: 

Nor is the giving Security for thei Ren b. 
Religious Education leſs neceſſary non, Mom t 
than it was in the Primitive Times. | W Un 
is well known, that then, all Childre; And C 
had their Sureties, who engaged at the 
Font for their Chriſtian Education and 
Faithfulneſs in their Covenant; and 
that for this (as well as other) Rea. U 
ſons, leaſt in thoſe perſecuting Times 
the Parents being taken off by Death, Fhurc! 
their Infants and Children ſnould re. N 
main expoſed to the Danger of bein! 
train'd up in Paganiſh Principles. Al 
| _ God be thank'd, the Church in theſt 
Nations is not expoſed to the Violence 
of open Perſecutions as formerly; ye $ 
hath ſhe ſtill cruel Enemies, who art $ 
very induſtrious and zealous to ſeduce 
her Members from the Primitive Do 
arines of Chriſtianity, and to inſtil ix 
to their Minds idolatrous, as well a9 
falſe and erroneous Principles; and 

therefore ſhe. hath: ſtill. reaſon to * * 

| | CN; 
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ſome #he like Cautions and Securities as 
rſons Were thought neceſſary in the Primi- 


7 nom, #þ 
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on and 4 
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Res. 
Times, 1 
Death, Fhurch ſhould now take all poſſible 
ld re. Fcurity againſt the one, as then it did 
being Wainſt the other ſort, of ſcandalous 


= 


IS 


n theſe Wat of Baptiſin : Eſpecially if it be 
tolence Wrther conſidered, that in Times of 
ly; ya 
ho are 
ſeduc 3 
ve Do 
well f 
„; and Povenant by ſinful Immoralities, than 
to take rmerly they were by Paganiſh Apo- 
th. Hacles. So that you ſee the Church hath 

| great 


7 7% 
* * ho 
_ 48 
. 5 95 


24 The Mee and Duty of g 
great Reaſon to appoint God- father 43 
and God mothers, not only to repre- 
ſent the Infant, but alſo to engage for 
it in Baptiſm. ED 2 


V. Fifthly, I will offer . ſome Dire- 
ctions how the Whole, which you have | ing; 
undertaken, may be faithfully diſchar- | fore: 
ged by you. 5 „they 

1ſt, Therefore let it be your ſpecial 21 Lo 
Care, to ſee that the Child (ſo ſoon as an 4 
he is capable) be taught to read. Vice 
Among the other Helps to ſaving Sschoc 
Knowledge, tis highly neceſſary, that wher 
Children be enabled to read the Scri- 
ptures, and other good Books, which 
explain and enforce upon us that Do- 
ctrine which is contain'd in the Holy 
Writings. But becauſe the bare Abi- 
lity to read, is not alone ſufficient to 
provide for the Spiritual Safety of 
Vouth; Let it be your Care, to ſee that 
the Child be well inſtructed in the Du- 
ties of a Chriſtian; And alſo furniſhed |: 
with ſome Forms of Devotion to be 
uſed conſtantly by him. For the more 
ready Accompliſnment of theſe things; 
Let him be put to ſuch School, where 
the greateſt Care is taken to ground 
Children 


ecial | 


In as | 
read. | 
wing 

that 
Scri- 
hich | 


Do- 4 
Holy 


Abi- | 
t to 


j of | 


that | 
Du- | 


ſhed 1 diſpoſed into ſuch Families, (and ſuch 


only if poſſible) where a conſtant and 


be 
nore 
ngs; 
here 
bund! 
dren 


fore and after their Meals; 
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Children in the Principles of Religion, 

by making them learn their Catechiſm, 
and to underſtand the Meaning and 
Expoſition thereof; Where they ſhall be 
7 admoniſhed and inſtructed to pray to 


God daily, at leaſt Morning and Even- 
1; ing; and to ſay Grace conſtantly be- 
And where 
they may be brought up in the habitu- 
al Love of God and his Laws, and in 
an Abhorrence and Deteſtation of all 
I vice and Wickedneſs - I fay, let ſuch 
Schools be choſen (before all others) 
where the Teaching of theſe things ne- 
1 ceſlary, is one main Part of the Ma- 
ſter's Care; which, To the Glory of God, 
is the great Care and Buſineſs = Cha: 
„ > And may God put it in- 
to the Hearts of thoſe, who are able, 
to increaſe the Number of them. 

24ly, With Reference to thoſe Chil- 
} dren who muſt live by Labour or 
Trade, let it be your Care to ſee them 


daily Courſe of Family- Religion is ſtri- 
2 Aly obſerved, and Morning and Even- 
ing Prayer conſtantly performed. So 
inconſi derate are Youth for the moſt 

— Part, 


eh ** 


26 The Office and Duty of = C 
part, that tho' they have learned to B90 
read perfectly well, yet regardleſs of and 
their own Eternal Welfare, they wil! Gra 
much neglect it, if wholly left to them. diat 
ſelves, and oftentfines, utterly forget al ſo 
it. But if they ſhall be happily plac'd ing 
In Godly and Religious Families, where Part 
they will be frequently called upon to 7 whit 
read Chapters out of the Bible; And | Gra: 
alſo Pious and Practical Treatiſes at al“ Spir: 
leiſpre Times, and eſpecially on the! miſe 
Lord's-Day at Evening; They will freq 
thereby not only retain, but alſo im. 4 
prove their Abilities in reading: And, give 
the good Habit will be ſo rooted in him 
them that they will be well ſeaſoned you 
(in all likelihood) for ever after. Ways 
zal, When the Child ſhall be ca-“ thing 
pable to reap Advantage from the Divi. 
reading of good Books, the beſt Gift his C 
you can beſtow on your God- Child alſo | 
will be ſome inſtructive practical Di bad C 
courſe to read on the Lord's-Day, and Tem 


is at other leiſure Hours. And ſince it was With, 
l i y by you, (as Sureties) that this Child ialtri 
1 entred into Covenant with God in Ba-Þ in hi 
0 ꝓtiſm, nothing ſurely can be more pro- co hi 
1 per for you as God- fathers or God mo- Gove 
. chers, to put into his Hands, than ſuchy iy 
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Books as explain the Nature, Terms, 
and Conditions of the Covenant of 
Grace, which was obtained by the Me- 


them diation of J-ſus Chriſt; and which 


forget 
placd this Cn b : 
where Part, in the Diſcharge of his Promiſes, 
ON to 

And 


at al“ Spirit; which Aſſiſtance God hath pro- 


n the 
will! 
o im- 


2 alſo ſhew the infinite Obligations ly- 
ing on this Child to.be faithful, on his 


which can only be performed by the 
Grace and Aſliſtance of God's Holy 


miſed to all ſuch as ſeek to him b 
frequent and fervent Prayer. 
qthly, Let it not ſuffice, that you 


And, give him good Books; but beſtow on 
ted in him alſo the beſt Advice as often as 


\ſoned}? RE. 7 rod 4 
| ways reminding him, how fearful a 


be ca- 4 
n the}? 


t Gift 


you find a proper Opportunity: Al- 


thing it is to provoke the Wrath of 
Divine Juſtice, by faithleſly breaking 
his Covenant with his God. Put him 


alſo in Mind of the great Danger of 


i-þ4 bad Company, the Snares, Hazards and 


Temptations which he will daily meet 
with, from a wicked and licentious Age; 
laſtruct him to be diligent and faithful 


in his Calling, obedient and ſubmiſſive 
to his Maſter, (or to his Tutors and 


x Governours , as the particular Caſe 
my bez) and eſpecially to ſhun 
2 Sloth 


28 The Ofice and Duty of 
Sloth and Idleneſs, which is too fre- 
quently the Ruin of Youth ; and that 

in all his lawful Diverſions and Recre- 
ations he keep Company only with vir. 
tuous and religious Perſons. That by 
denying all Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, 
he may live foberly, righteonfly and godly 
in this preſent World. 


VI. Give me Leave in the next Place, 


to preſs and exhort you,(upon all proper 
Occaſions) both cheerfully to under- 
take, and faithfully to execute this Spi- 
ritual Charge. 

The Office you have undertaken, is 
an AQ of the higheſt Charity ; *tis a 
Charity to the Soul, by contributing 
to its Eternal Welfare. By the Faith- 
ful Diſcharge of your Office, you have 
an Opportunity put into your Hands, 
to contribute towards the Saving of a 
Soul; and for your Encouragement, the 
Apoſtle tells you, That he which ſhiall 
fave a Soul from Death, ſhall cover a mul- 
titude of Sins, Jam. 5. 20. You have 
hereby an Opportunity put into your 
hands of Promoting the Glory of God, 


by Building up Children in his moſt 


Holy Faith, and by Inſtructing and Ad- 
moniſn- 
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moniſhing them to fight manfully and 
ſucceſsfully againſt the great Enemies 
of our Salvation, viz. the World, the 
Fleſh, and the Devil. You have an 
Opportunity of Promoting the Wel- 

fare of that Church and Government 
to which you belong: Of the Church, | | 


F Holineſs in the tender Minds of Chil- il 
Aren, you give the beſt Help towards a 
' Reformation in Manners and Princi- | 
| ples ; thereby ſecuring to the Govern- l 
ment, induſtrious, faithful, and loyal N 
FSußbjects; And to the Nation in gene- 

ral, a laſting Peace and Happineſs. As 
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by breeding up ſound and Orthodox 
Members to be her Support in the ſuc- |} 
| ceeding Age, and thereby ſecuring her | 
| againſt the Wounds of Hereſie and j 
 Schiſm, by which ſhe hath been vio=- | 
lently rent and diſordered. So likewiſe 


by ſowing the Sceds of Vertue and 


therefore you have a Love to the Glo- 
ry of God, and the Good of Souls ; as 
you have a Regard for the Welfare of 
our Holy Mother the Church, as you 
have a Concern for the Proſperity of 
your Country; and as you value the 
peace and Intereſt of the eſtabliſhed 
Government; Let me exhort and be- 

G3 ſeech 


30 A Poſtſcript. 
ſeech you faithfully to diſcharge that 
great Truſt which you have now un- 
dertaken ; calling to mind that Glorious 
Reward which ſhall attend your hearty 
Endeavours in the Work of the Lord. 
And remember, That they who turn 
others to Righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine as the 
Stars for ever and ever. | 


ä _ | — | — 


POSTSCRIPT: 


| HEN I had finiſhed the 
foregoing Diſcourſe, it 
| came into my Thoughts, 


that many Perſons, who reſolve conſci- 
entiouſly to perform the Duty of In- 
ſtruction lying on Parents, as alſo the 
great Truſt of God-fathers and God- 
mothers, may yet want ſome further 
| Helps to forward their Pious Intenti- 
ons; and that others may poſlibly be 
unacquainted with ſeveral ſmall Tracts 
proper to be put into the Hands of 
Children, for Training them up in the 
Knowledge of God and Regen; L 

| ave 


quain 


come 
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have therefore ventured to make ſome 
further Propoſals in order to the In- 
ſtruction of Children; which I hum- 
bly offer to the Conſideration of ſuch 
as are not already furniſhed with pro- 
per Methods for the ſame. 

1 hope all Chriſtians do very early 
teach their Children to ſay the Lord's- 
Prayer, and call upon them to repeat 
the ſame very diſtinctly every Morning 
and Evening, thereby to train them up 
in the Habir and Practice of daily De- 
votion. But this alone is not ſufficient ; 
They ſhould alſo endeavour to inſtil in- 
to the Child, the Meaning and Reaſon 
of ſuch Performances: They ſhould ac- 
quaint the Child, that all good Things 
come from God; That by his Power and 
Wiſdom he made and preſerves them; 
That to his Goodneſs and Bounty they 
owe their Food and Raiment, their 
Parents and Friends, and whatever elſe 
is dear to them ; and that Heaver, a 
Place of infinite Happineſs, is defigned 
for thoſe who lead Holy Lives. By 
frequently and ſeriouſly repeating theſe 
things, the Joys and Affections o 
Children will be excited and ſtirred up, 
to an Eſteem and Love of God, and to 


a De- 
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he 


a Deſire of pleaſing and honouring him. he be 
"Tis well known the Joys and Affecti- J And 
ons of Children are as ſoon awakened, parts 
as any other of their Faculties, (and partic 
much ſooner than many People believe) I which 
and if theſe are but directed to their pro- and e 
per Objects, the Work of a pious In- fame t 
{truction will be done eaſily and with Know 
Pleaſure. As 
So ſoon as the Child begins to read, I led ge, 
it ſhould be inſtructed in the Meaning of his H 
the Church Catechiſm, and taught the the C 
ſame by heart; as alſo ſome proper I Books 
Prayers for Morning and Evening, and | New 
Graces before and after Meals. TI Diſco 
| propoſe in the next Place, that J And v 
the Child be put to read, and made to Baptif| 
underſtand ſome ſhort Expoſition of Repre! 
the Church Catechiſm (ſuch as Mr. ritual 
Lewis's Expolition, or the like; ) and on the 
that he be taught to repeat the ſame I tiſm, : 
without Book ſo ſoon as the Child is Waſhi 
capable to retain it. ö Efficac 
As the Child grows up, having been IF we are 
well inſt ructed in the plain Meaning I ptiſm, 
of the Church-Catechiſm, it will be J wroug 
very neceſſary, that the Child be tur- F Ghoſt, 
niſhed with a Common Prayer-Book, JI gure: 
as alſo with the Holy Bible; and that JI the Ef 


A Poſtſcript. - FJ 
he be taught to uſe the ſame at Church. 
And alſo daily to read ſome ſelect 


Parts of the Pſalms and Proverbs, and 


particularly of the MNew-Teſtament 
which will both make the Child perfect 
and exact in his Reading, and at the 


ſame time, will inſtil into his Mind the 


Knowledge and Principles of Religion. 
As the Child encreaſes in Know- 
ledge, it will be neceſſary to put into 


his Hands ſome larger Expoſition of 


the Church Catechiſm, and ſuch other 
Books as explain the Doctrine of the 
New Covenant; ſuch as Dr. Bray's 
Diſcourſe on the Baptiſmal Covenant: 
And which may inſtruct the Child, that 


$ Baptiſm is only an outward Sign or 


Repreſentation of an inward and ſpi* 


ritual Grace: That we are not to rely 
on the bare Adminiſtration of Bap- 


tiſm, as It is a corporeal and outward 
Waſhing, and which of it ſelf is of no 


Efficacy to the Saving of the Soul; but 
I we are to labour after the inward Ba- 
J ptiſm, the ſpiritual Regeneration, 
wrought by the Power of the Holy 
J Ghoſt, of which, Baptiſm is only a Fi- 
eure: And as the Apoſtle tells us, That 


the Effect of Baptiſm, is not the putting 
1 away 
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A F oft ſcript. 
away the Filth of the Fleſh, but the Anſwer 
of a good Conſcience towards God. And 


the een after Baptiſm acquaints 


us, That Baptiſm repreſents tous our 
: Profeſſion ; ; Which is, to follow the 
2 Example of our Saviour Chriſt, and 
to be made like unto him; that as he 
died and roſe again for us, ſo ſhould 
we, who are baptized, die from Sin, 
and rife again unto Righteouſneſs; 
continually mortifying all our Evil 
and corrupt Affections, and daily 
© proceeding in all Virtue and Godli- 
< neſs-of Living. A ſhort Specimen of 
which Sort of Books I have here added, 


with the ſeveral Prices, that Charitable 


Perſons may be encouraged to make a 
-Preſent of ſome of (bom to their God- 


Children. 


F — 


4 3 of Books for Infiruftin 
Children, &e. e. according to their 
ſeveral ages, | 


J. 


1 HE Church Catechiſm: To which are 
ſubjo nd, ſome of the moſt appoſite Texts 

of Scripture; ſhewing the Duty 0 e | 
| and 
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and Magiſtrates, Paſtors and Maſters. Toge- 
ther with the Catechiſm, paraphras'd by way 
of Prayer, A Form of Morning and Even- 
ing Prayer for Children; as alſo a Grace be- 
fore and after Meat. Price 2 d. or 125. the 


Hundred. Sold by F. Downing. 


Mr. Lewis's Expoſition of the Church. Ca- 
techiſm, 3d. Edit Printed for V Hawes, 


Price bound 6 d. To which may be added 


the Chriſtian's daily Devotion, as alſo rhe 
Prayers for the Chariry-Schools thus bound 
together 7 d. 

II. 


Biſh-p William's Expoſition of the Church- 
Catechiſm, 19th Edit. Printed for B. Lintott. 
price ſtitch'd 6d. 97 5 | 

Bp. Beveridge's Explanation of theChurch- 


Carechiſm, 3d. Edit. Printed for W. Kettleby, 


Price bound Is. | | 
Dr. Taibot's Explanation of the Church- 
Catechiſm by way of Paraphraſe [proper al- 
ſo for Parents and Maſters, to read in their 
Families; With ſhort Queſtions, which may 
afterwards be put to the Hearers, thereby to 
be fatisfied-of their Attention and Proficiency] 
With Prayers for ordinary Occaſions, Oc. 
Printed for A. and F. Churchil,price bound 


| : III. 
Dr. Bray's Diſcourſe upon the Doctrine of 
the Baptiſmal Covenant. Proper to prepare 
Touch for Confirmation; with ſuitable Pray- 
; K 5 ers, 
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ers, Land a Morning and Evenis.g Office for 
Yourh] Printed for 7/.Haw2s, Price bound 25. 

Mr. Clark's 3 Eſſays on Baptiſm, Confir- 
mation and Repentance. Printed for J. Kns 


pron, Price 6d. binding each 2 d. | L 


Several Small Trafts bound together, viz. W* 
The Paſtoral Letter from a Miniſter to his! 
Pariſhioners. . 7 
The Chriſtian's daily Devotion, with Di. 
rections to walk with God all the Day long. 
The Arc of carechizing in 4 parts. 
Paſtcral Advice before and after Confir- . 
mation. bs 
Serious Exhortation to the Practice of Re- |} 
ligious Duties. | 


AnAbridgmenr. of the Hiſtory of the Bible. 
Theſe bound together Price 1 5.8 d. * 


NOTE, This Specimen of Books is chiefly | 
deſigned for the Inſtruction of Youth in the # 
firſt Principles of Religion. The next ſort 
of Books, may be ſuch as admoniſh and di- 
rect ro the worthy receiving of the Lord's b- 
Supper; And which give further Directions 
for leading a Chriſtian Life. With which | 
ſort of Books all pious and charirable Perſons 
may be furniſhed our of the Ne- Catalogue 
printed by F. Downing in Bart holomew-Cloſe; | 
* who ſells all the before mentioned Books; as 
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